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Why curse the darkness
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This month we will share how

God Loves Communities:
Society, the People, the Public, Neighborhood, Kinship

God loves Mothers, Fathers, and Children. His love is manifested though His
people in the communities in which they live. Everyone needs to know that God
loves them. Too often the people of God are so involved in their own personal
desires that they fail to be an effective witness to the communities in which they
live. The disciples of Jesus had a similar problem in Acts 1.

People need to be won to the Lord. People need to be taught the way of Christ.
The Bible calls this, making disciples. I am amazed to discover where people are
around the world witnessing the love of Jesus to their communities.

There is never a lack of work to do for the Lord. The question is, who will do it,
and where? God’s work is going to be accomplished. Again, the question is
whether or not you will participate with God and do His work or yours. John Piper
said, “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”

Acts 1:1-11

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach,

2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had
given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen,

3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God.

4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you
have heard from Me;

5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now."

6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will
You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"



7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the
Father has put in His own authority.

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth."

X The Promise of the Father
Enlightenment from the Holy Spirit, (John 14:26; 16:8-13)
Enablement from the Holy Spirit, (John 14:16-18)
Encouragement from the Holy Spirit, (John 15:26-27)

“Jesus discussed here (v.7) the times (chronous) basically describes duration of
times, and the word for dates (kairous) refers to both length of times and kinds of
times (e.g., “hard times”) The disciples were not to know either the times or the
critical periods the Father had set by His Authority.” The Bible Knowledge
Commentary, by Walvoord and Zuck.

X The Power of the Holy Spirit

Power dunamin.

Not the ""power’* about which they were concerned (political organization and equipments
for empire on the order of Rome). Their very question was ample proof of their need of this
new ""power’ dunamin, ""to enable them" (from dunamai, *'to be able), to grapple with
the spread of the gospel in the world. (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New
Testament.)

Dunamis:

The Holy Spirit gives strength (Heb 11:11)
The Holy Spirit gives ability (Jude 24)
The Holy Spirit gives energy (Col. 1:29; 2 Tim. 1:7)

*

The Proclamation of the Son (My witnesses, Acts 1:8)
Personal relationship

Personal invitation

Personal direction



My witnesses as written the Greek text. "Royal words of magnificent and Divine
assurance" (Furneaux). Our word martyrs is this word martures. In Luke 24:48
Jesus calls the disciples "witnesses to these things" martures. In Acts 1:22 an
apostle has to be a "witness to the Resurrection" of Christ and in Acts 10:39 to the
life and work of Jesus. Hence, there could be no "apostles" in this sense after the
first generation. But here the apostles are called "my witnesses." "His by a direct
personal relationship.” The expanding sphere of their witness when the Holy Spirit
comes upon them is "unto the uttermost part of the earth”. Once they had been
commanded to avoid Samaria (Matt 10:5), but now it is included in the world
program as already outlined on the mountain in Galilee (Matt 28:19 = Mark
16:15). Jesus is on Olivet as he points to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the uttermost
part of the earth. The program still beckons us on to world conquest for Christ.
"The Acts themselves form the best commentary on these words, and the words
themselves might be given as the best summary of the Acts". The events follow
this outline (Jerusalem until the end of Acts 7, with the martyrdom of Stephen, the
scattering of the saints through Judea and Samaria in Acts 8, the conversion of
Saul, Acts 9, the spread of the gospel to Romans in Caesarea by Peter (Acts 10), to
Greeks in Antioch (Acts 11), finally Paul's world tours and arrest and arrival in

Rome (Acts 28)

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by
Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)




