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God is seeking true worshippers 
 

23  But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.   
24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  
John 4:23-24  NKJV 

 
I. Knowing God is Essential to True Worship 
II. Fellowshipping with God is Essential to True Worship 
III. Confessing to God is Essential to True Worship 
 

John 4:19-42 
19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one 
ought to worship."  
21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on 
this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.  22 You worship what you do not 
know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  23 But the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  24 God is Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth."   
25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). 
"When He comes, He will tell us all things."  
26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."   
27 And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a 
woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?"  
28 The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 
29 "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 
30 Then they went out of the city and came to Him.  
31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."  
32 But He said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know."   
33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him anything to 
eat?"  
34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His 
work.  35 Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? 
Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white 
for harvest!  36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that 
both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.  37 For in this the saying is 
true: 'One sows and another reaps.'  38 I sent you to reap that for which you have not 
labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors."   
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39  And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the 
woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans had 
come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. 41 And 
many more believed because of His own word.  
42 Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we 
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the 
world."  
NKJV 
 

 Knowing God is Essential to True Worship 
Dr. Elmer Towns, in his book “Theology for Today,” states:   

The wrong view of God will always cause a multitude of problems in 
the daily life of a Christian.  In contrast, the proper knowledge of 
God will give wholeness to our beliefs and ultimately to our lives.  
For if we properly understand God, the other doctrines concerning 
sin, salvation, angels, the church, and the last things, will properly 
fall together.  But when we misunderstand God, we automatically 
drift in our theology.  And those who drift in their theology ultimately 
suffer in their practical life, because proper belief is the foundation 
for proper action.”  

A. Who you are worshipping? 
B. Do you yearn to Worship 
R.A. Torrey states,  

“The only prayer that is acceptable to God is prayer in the Spirit, the 
only thanks that are acceptable to God, are thanks in the Spirit, and 
the only worship that is acceptable  to God is worship in the Spirit.  
Would we worship aright our hearts must look up and cy, ‘Teach 
me, Holy Spirit, to worship’; and He will do it.” 

C. Without knowing that God is Spirit, a person could sin against Him. 
 
Sins against the Spirit are: 

1. Blasphemy  Matt. 12:31-32; Luke 12:10 
2. Lying to   Acts 5:4 
3. Tempting/testing Acts 5:9 
4. Despising  Heb. 10:29 
5. Resisting   Acts 7:51 
6. Striving with  Gen. 6:3 
7. Grieving   Eph. 4:30 
8. Quenching  1 Thes. 5:19 
 

 Fellowshipping with God is Essential to True Worship 
 Confessing to God is Essential to True Worship 

 
For an audio of this message or other messages by Dr. McFarland and/or guest speakers 
please visit http://www.calvaryevangelical.org/messages.htm or call the church office at 757-
485-3658. 


